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in the miserable and inglorious anti-climax which
marked Shah Jahan's closing years will prefer to
discern the unerring working of an avenging
fury rather than the fortuitous stroke of a blind
and nescient Destiny.

Out of the vast mass of details relative to
court life which are told by Roe, it is impossible
to select more than one. This is the curious cere-
mony "which was always associated with the
king's birthday. On it he was solemnly weighed
against gold and precious stones, as well as
against other materials, which were subse-
quently distributed among the people. On
reaching the place where the weighing was
to take place, Roe found a crowd of nobles
sitting on carpets round a large pair of " scales
of massie gold," the borders of which were set
with jewels. " Suddenly he entered the scales,
sat like a woman on his legges, and there was
put in against him many bagges to fit his weight,
which were changed six times, and they say
was silver, and that I understand his weight to
be nine thousand rupias, which are almost one
thousand pounds sterling: after with Gold and
Jewels, and precious stones, but I saw none, it
being in bagges might be Pibles; then against
Cloth of Gold, Silk, Stuffes, Linen, Spices*
and all sorts of goods, but I must believe, for
they were in sardles. Lastly against Meale,*
Butter, Corne, which is said to be given to the
Banian."

151